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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Kia Ora

What an awesome school community we have. I am just amazed with
the support we get from our parents/whanau. Over the last few weeks
we have relied so heavily on your support
with school camps, a Gala Day and swimming sports and you have been
fantastic with so many of you who have been so generous with their
time.

I have been lucky enough to be part of the �ve Year 5 and 6 camps over
the last two weeks at Horohoro’s Kearoa Marae. What a wonderful place to have a camp. As each
class arrived, we were warmly welcomed onto the Marae by the staff and students of Horohoro
School. Our students have had an awesome time really getting to know each other as class members.
The students have had a varied programme of Maori cultural based activities, team building,
swimming, conservation games and a host of other activities. The camps have been excellent due to
great organisation from the Totara team teachers and the parents who have generously given up their
time to help on camps. Adults have worked tirelessly while at camp. You have been fantastic, thank
you.

What an AWESOME Gala Day. It was always a gamble changing the original date and day because of
Covid and it was the �rst time we have had our Gala on a Friday. It seemed to be a popular night to
have it on. Thank you, thank you all for your fantastic support. We got a great crowd and everyone
seemed to be enjoying themselves at this great St Mary’s community event. I think it was one of our
best. Thanks to the many people and businesses who donated goods and services. We had lots of
people volunteer many hours of work; it was truly a team effort. It was also fantastic to see so many
JPC students helping out at the Gala. They were great ambassadors for their school.

The success of the Gala Day was due in large part to our hardworking PTA Gala team: Sarah-Loiuise
Tapsell and her team who have worked tirelessly co-ordinating our big day. Juanita Conder did an
awesome job being our Gala Coordinator on the day. Thanks also to Lorraine Thompson who is our
staff representative on the PTA. She does a wonderful job liaising with staff and great work on the
Gala Committee. I can’t believe the number of willing hands that turned up for the set up on Friday -
fantastic! It was great to have so many former parents who helped us on the day too. One parent has

https://s.smore.com/u/bcfa262496efa61aa815a194a6fca698.jpeg


helped at every Gala Day on the same stall for �fteen years. A huge thank you to all of you. Check out
the many photos on our Facebook page.

We had a perfect day on Monday with our Swimming Sports at the Aquatic Centre. The Aquatic Centre
has gone through some major renovations and the 50 metre pool is able to be converted to two 25
metre pools - so we had a lot more children who were happy to swim that distance. The day went very
well with our children participating in races and novelty events with great enthusiasm. I was very
impressed with the standard of swimming of our children. Thanks to the parents who helped us. We
do rely on your generosity of time and once again we had an awesome number of parents there to
help. Thanks to Lorna Dobson, Leeanne Rankin and also to the staff who organised the sports and
those who helped on the day. Have a look at some of the photos on our Facebook page.

Today we had our Caritas Rice Day Fundraiser. Thank you for your support with this fundraiser and
also thanks to the parents who helped prepare the rice. A big thank you to Lucky Star Indian
Takeaways who provided the rice for us. Thanks too to Viv Radley for her help today. Again check out
the photos on Facebook.

Last Friday we also had our St Joseph’s Mass and House Celebrations. Our Year 2 students led the
prayers at Mass and they did very well. Thanks

On Thursday we have the Annunciation Liturgy. This is being led by our Junior children. You are invited
to attend.

This Saturday morning our Pasi�ka group is performing at the Village Green. Performances take place
from 10am-3pm - we are scheduled for 11.20am. This is the annual Paci�c Island Trust Pasi�ka Day.
Our teacher Sany-Joy Maguire and 20 students are participating in this event. I wish them all the best.
It will be a lot of fun.

I hope you all have a wonderful week.

Regards
David Macmillan

Cake containers from Gala
There are many cake containers in the library - from cakes supplied by parents for the gala.
Please collect. The support was overwhelming - many thanks!

Invitation to Annunciation Liturgy - Thursday 25 March,
12.15pm School Hall NB Change of time
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News from Bernie Hall - our Director of
Religious Studies
Today students participated in the Rice Day Challenge. This is an
initiative that promotes awareness of those with limited food sources
and quantity. Proceeds go towards Caritas, who are a global agency for
change, especially for our poor and vulnerable.

Thanks to Viv Radley who couriered our rice and also Lucky Star Indian Takeaways who cooked and
supplied our rice.

Tomorrow our juniors will host the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Annunciation
occurred when Mary was asked to become the mother of Jesus. She said ‘yes’. This reminds us to say
‘yes’ also when God asks us to do things that are di�cult or different, but right.

Father Prakash has been training some new altar servers. We thank them for their service in our
Parish and hope they enjoy their important role in our Masses.

Kia manaaki atua
Bernie Hall-DRS

You are invited to join us tomorrow if you are able to.

Mill Hill students come to school in Red this Friday
This Friday Mill Hill students will have a House activity for Golden Time. Mill Hill students can wear
mufti this Friday - come to school dressed in red house colours.

Y3-6 Swimming Sports
A huge thank you to all our parents/caregivers who assisted with the Swimming Sports on Monday. A
fun day was had by all. A special thanks to Maxine from SwimAble for her assistance.
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2021 Swimming Spo… docs.google.com

SCHOOL LUNCHES
School Lunch options :
PITA PIT Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Orders online via www.lunchonline.co.nz

FRIDAYS :Sausage Sizzle and Juicies available. $1.50 each item.
Order from your classroom teacher on FRIDAY MORNINGS.

Information Evening

When

Monday, May 10th, 6:30pm

Where

Whitworth Road Rotorua, Bay of Plenty

More information
On May 10 in The Edmund Rice Centre, John Paul College will host an event from 6.30-8.30pm.
Dave McCalman (The Halberg Trust) and Marcus Powell (Ministry of Education) will present an
evening of learning.

@ 6.30 Dave McCalman (Paralympic gold medalist and Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit)
will provide a session on modifying sport and physical activity to include all New Zealanders. Dave
works for The Halberg Trust which has been supporting our community since 1963 - They have
great ideas on supporting our young people.

@ 7.30 Marcus Powell (Physiotherapist) will discuss Developmental Co-ordination disorder (DCD)
often referred to as Dyspraxia. He will cover what it is and assessment and treatment options.

This is an event not to be missed. Bring your friends and family with you. It is for young and old.
Gold coin donation.

WINTER SPORTS REGISTRATIONS
Winter Sports Registrations are now OPEN - Registrations close Thursday 1st April.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tr3ziP5kV2REUN-NL1RSVsjv8qM5zZ8mlB4tcC8-Y3w/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.lunchonline.co.nz/


Special Mention
On Saturday Zoe and Lydia competed in the Banana Boat Ocean kids
swim race held at Lake Tikitapu. Both girls swam really well with, Lydia
coming 1st for the 9yo females and Zoe 2nd for 8yo females. Zoe also
completed the Kauria Te Moana Lake Swim Safety Programme. What a
fantastic effort and in such windy conditions too. Well done!

For more details and information about each sport code, please go to our School Website - Our Sports
tab and select the sport e.g. Netball, Hockey, Miniball, Football.
Link HERE
HOCKEY REGISTRATION FORM
NETBALL REGISTRATION FORM 
MINIBALL REGISTRATION FORM
FOOTBALL REGISTRATION FORM

Return of Sports Uniforms
ALL School issued sports uniform - singlets and short sleeve tops, must be returned by 3.15pm
FRIDAY 26th MARCH. Any uniform not returned will lose their Sports Bond and/or be invoiced for the
missing item/s.

JPC Enrolments
To register your interest in enrolling a student for JPC please note
that 2022 enrolments are now open. You start the enrolment
process online by going to the JPC KAMAR Parent Portal - see the
link here. The enrolment o�cer, Sue Rowles, will then email
paperwork for parents to complete and submit. Any queries to the
Enrolments Secretary, sue.rowles@jpc.school.nz

Noel Leaming Friends and Family Deal
See link below

friends-family-flyer_… drive.google.com
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Upcoming Events

Annunciation Liturgy - Thursday 25 March, 12,.15pm School Hall
Washing of the feet Liturgy - Thursday 1 April 10.15am School Hall
Easter Holiday - Friday 2 April - Tuesday 6 April inclusive
Totara Team Art Exhibition Thursday 15 April
Term 1 ends - Friday 16 April
Term 2 begins - Monday 2 May
Student/Teacher/Parent Conferences - Tuesday 4 and Wednesday 5 May from 3-6pm
JPC Open Day - Saturday 8 May. Tours from 8.30-11.15 am
Teacher Only Day - Friday 9 July

Hoopstars holiday event
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View our full calendarView our full calendar

Our WebsiteOur Website

https://www.stmarysrotorua.school.nz/calendar/
https://www.stmarysrotorua.school.nz/
https://stmarysrotorua.apps.school.nz/share/


Facebook

Contact Us

37 Carnot Street, Glenholme, R… schoolo�ce@stmarysrotorua.s…

+64 07 3481701 stmarysrotorua.school.nz
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