
    

Year 1 Material 

Learning Strand – Communion of Saints  
   TE KOTAHITANGA O TE HUNGA TAPU 
 

 

 

Focus: Mary 

As a church one of the ways we honour Mary, the greatest 
of the Saints, is as the Mother of Jesus. We reflect on 
how Mary’s holiness was magnified by her encounters with 
the holiness and power, the Tapu and Mana, of God.  

Take time to: 
- make a special place at home with an image of Mary in it to use at family 
prayer time 
- read the Mary stories from a children’s Bible at bedtime 
- talk about Mary as the mother of Jesus and name some of the things 
she did for him 
- show mothers they are appreciated by their families 
- talk about how important it is to show special respect for your parents 
and grandparents 
- learn the blessing on page 63 of the Children’s Activity book by heart 
and use it often 
 
Plan to: 
- leave a message of love under someone’s pillow 
- tell children a story about something your mother did to show you she 
loved you 
- pray as a family giving thanks for all parents do, to make life good for 
children 
- include the Hail Mary in family prayer this week. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 

Year 2  Material 

Learning Strand – Communion of Saints  
   TE KOTAHITANGA O TE HUNGA TAPU 
 

     

Focus: Saints and Inspiring People 
Those officially declared by the Church to be Saints because of their 
virtues, the holiness – tapu and mana of their lives, are now with 
God. They act as models for the members of the Church on earth, 
and are linked to them through prayer. The saintliness of ordinary 
people can also inspire others and lead then to God. 

 

 

Plan to: 
- decide on a few simple things you can do which can help you to become saintly e.g. * 
ring up someone who is lonely and invite them to do something with you 
          * try something new 
          * say something encouraging to each other every day 
          * work hard at something you are not good at 
- buy a book about Saints for your family – information about a Saint is needed for 
Home Activity 6 page 50 
 
 
 
Spend time: 
- making a family “Saints’ Place” at home with books, pictures and statues of saints 
and use this as a focus for family prayer. 
- reading stories of the saints this week at family story time 
- talking about inspiring people you know or have read about 
- finding the feasts of the Saints you know on the Columban Calendar  and marking 
them and praying to the Saints at family prayer time on their feast day. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 3  Material 

Learning Strand – Communion of Saints  
   TE KOTAHITANGA O TE HUNGA TAPU 
 
  

Focus: Life, Death and Christian Hope   
Suffering and death are part of life. Catholic beliefs about the resurrection of 
the body and life after death provide meaning and is a reason for hope.The 
rituals of Catholic funerals and tangi provide consolation for the bereaved. The 
Church encourages people to remember those who have died and to pray for 
them. 

Talk together about: 
- what Christians believe about death e.g. 

 * in death, life is changed not ended, 
 * the body of a person dies but the soul lives on forever with God in heaven or     

is separated from God 
* people undergo Purgatory so they will be able to be with God in Heaven 
* what happens to the soul of a person is determined by the way they live their 

life on earth. 
- what happens at funerals you see on television so children are familiar with the 
vocabulary e.g. coffin, hearse, pall bearers, cemetery 
- how different cultures have different burial rituals 
- how we should support and care for people who experience death in the family    
 
 
Take time to remember: 
- situations when you have felt sad and how you coped with sadness 
- family members who have died 
- people you know who have died and recall stories about them 
 
 
Plan to: 
- visit the grave of a family member or friend to help children to become familiar 
with remembering and praying for those who have died. 
- attend a requiem mass or a tangi and explain to your children what happens, and 
emphasise the importance of respect for those who have died. 
- include in family prayers fro people who have died. 
 
 

 

 

 



Year 4 Material 

Learning Strand – Communion of Saints  
   TE KOTAHITANGA O TE HUNGA TAPU 

 

Lesson Material Details 

Please refer to the Family-Whanau Summary in Children’s Purple Activity Book - Page 
52.  Children’s Activities for this focus are on Pages 40-46. Home Activities in this 
Learning Strand are Numbers 2, 5, 6.      

Focus: Choices 
Our Life Journey – Te Wa, is a journey towards God. The choices 
we make on that journey have significance in terms of our final 
destination, our life after death. Traditionally the Church has 
spoken of life after death in terms of heaven, hell and purgatory.  

Talk about: 
- how life is a journey and how we can help each other achieve our goals in life by 
sharing our gifts to help each other and by encouragement. Emphasise that effort 
and persistence are always needed to achieve goals. 
- how you achieved a goal and who helped you to do it 
- how the choices of people male affect their life journey and how people’s freedom 
to make choices must be respected 
- how when people act with tika, pono, and aroha their tapu increases and they have 
mana to achieve their goals. 
- times you have made good choices and when your choices have not been wise and 
have hurt others. Assure children that all choices do matter as they influence the 
person you become. 
- how the choices in life influence what happens to people after they die and include 
what is understood by heaven – being with God, hell – being separated from God and 
purgatory – the process by which people are prepared to be with God. 
 
 
Take time to: 
- use a walk or a journey as a time to talk about the journey of life and invite each 
family member to say what has happened in their journey of life – Te Wa that they 
think has been important for them so far. When everyone has had a turn invite them 
to think about and share some of their goals –short and long term for the future. 
Invite them to say who could help them achieve their goals. 
- pray for those who have died. 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Year 5 Material 

 Learning Strand – Communion of Saints  
   TE KOTAHITANGA O TE HUNGA TAPU 
 

     

Focus: Saints and Inspiring People 
Catholics believe in the Communion of Saints – the unity or community of all 
members of the Church, those now living, those who are with God in heaven, and 
those undergoing purification before entering into fullness of life with God. The 
living may pray to the saints for their intercessions, and for those in Purgatory. 
The living and the dead are all joined in praise of God. 

 
 
Take time to: 
- talk about how the Communion of Saints is the bond of friendship between all who 
have been baptised whether they are living or dead. 
- make a family list of relations and friends who have died and keep it in a place which 
reminds you to pray for them, include photographs as well if you have them. 
- tell your children stories of their relatives who have died and the good things they 
did while they were on earth. 
- notice and draw children’s attention to family similarities e.g. aunts, uncles, 
grandparents who are good at art, music or who enjoyed taking an active part in the 
Church. 
- read and share stories of the Saints and people who are inspiring and discuss how 
they grow in holiness – tapu and mana by living the values of Jesus Christ. 
- plan a celebration of a family member’s Saint’s day to honour the Saint and use a 
meaningful ritual which can be repeated each year e.g. give the person a rose or a 
special flower. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 6 Material 

Learning Strand – Communion of Saints  
   TE KOTAHITANGA O TE HUNGA TAPU 
    

     

Focus: Mary  
From the New Testament we learn that Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is a model 
of Faith and discipleship. Catholics honour Mary as trhe Mother of God, Mother 
of the Church, and patroness of Aotearoa New Zealand. This honour is 
expressed in various forms of devotion to Mary.  

 

 

Take time to: 
- share ideas about Mary’s life on earth including some sort of person she was - find 
and discuss various images of Mary. 
- talk about why Mary was called the first and perfect disciple of Christ, e.g. she was 
faithful, patient, strong, concerned for justice, courageous, open-minded, holy, 
trusting and chosen by God. 
- talk about how Mary’s whole life was lived in reponse to the Mana – power of Te 
Wairua Tapu 
- talk about how the feast of the Assumption gives hope to all Christians – that they 
like Mary will one day share in the fullness of God’s Tapu and Mana in heaven  
 
 
 
 
At family prayer: 
- set up a Mary place for family prayer and included a Scripture story about Mary  
- include some of the traditional prayers to Mary e.g. decade of the Rosary, see page 
55 in Family – Whanau book , Mary hymns, the Angelus, a Mary litany compiled by your 
family . 
- invite older family members to join your family prayer to honour Mary 
 
 
 


